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PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

A dotted image area detection method includes a mechanism to 
determine whether a central pixel of a specified pixel image 
area is the summit of tallow-topped portion of an uneven dotted 
image or the summit of pitted portion of the uneven dotted image 
using a digital multi-level gradation input signal transferred 
from an input signal . In the dotted image area detection method, 
a calculation is performed in a two-dimension area unit between 
a number of pixels included in the summit of the tallow- topped 
portion of a dotted image and a number of pixels included in 
the summit of the pitted portion of the dotted image. The number 
of pixels whose calculation value is larger between the summit 
of the tallow-topped portion and the summit of the pitted 
portion is determined as a number of pixels as a summit pixel 
number of the two-dimension area. The dotted image area method 
also provides a dotted image area detection method which 
determines, as a dotted image area, a pixel of interest which 
corresponds to a center or all the pixels of the two-dimension 
area with reference to a relation between the two-dimension area 
pixel number of interest and a number of the summit pixels that 
surrounds the pixel of interest. 
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